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REQUEST FOR CERTIFI CATE OF CORRECTION 



In view of the issuances of U.S. Patent No. 7,517,356 on April 14, 2009, Applicants 
request a Certificate of Correction and consideration of tne following: 
Remarks begin on page 2 of this paper. 
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and Trademark Office* PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13- 1 450, via electronic sut^nission. 
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REMARKS 

The above-identified patent has been reviewed in light of its publication on April 14, 
2009. Applicants respectfully request issuance of a Certificate of Correction. 

On June 6, 2008, Applicants filed an Amendment after Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 

1.312. 

On March 18, 2009, a communication was mailed by the U.S. Patent Office indicating 
that the June 6, 2008 Amendment was considered but disapproved or denied entry because the 
amendment was incomplete as no amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-1 8, 56 and 59 were found. 

On April 6, 2006, Applicants' representative, Roberto Colon, conducted an interview 
with Examiner Michael G. Mendoza. In the interview, Applicants' representative explained to 
Examiner Mendoza that Applicants had an Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt evidencing that 
the amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 were included in the Amendment. Examiner 
Mendoza then recommended faxing the entire Amendment in conjunction with the Electronic 
Acknowledgement Receipt to his direct fax number (571-273-4698) and to the USPTO general 
fax number (571-273-8300). 

In accordance with the Examiner's recommendation, on April 9, 2009, Applicants faxed 
a copy of the Amendment of June 6, 2008, a copy of the Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt, 
and a Response and Interview Summary to each of the fax numbers identified above. In the 
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Response and Interview Summary of April 9, 2009, Applicants requested entry of the claim 
amendments set forth in the Amendment of June 6, 2008. 

On April 14, 2009, Patent Application Serial No. 10/510,451 issued as Patent No. 
7,517,356 without the claim amendments requested in the Amendment of June 6, 2008. 

Since the Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt demonstrated that the Amendment of 
June 6, 2008 included amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59, and was clearly disclosed 
by the records of the Office, Applicants respectfully request entry of the claim amendments set 
forth in the Amendment of June 6, 2008 via the present Certificate of Correction. In the interest 
of expediting this process, Applicants submit herewith a copy of the Amendment of June 6, 
2008, a copy of the Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt of the Amendment of June 6, 2008, a 
copy of the Response and Interview Summary of April 9, 2009, and a copy of a Transmission 
Verification Report evidencing the complete transmission of the Response and Interview 
Summary of April 9, 2009. 

In addition to the Amendment of June 6, 2008, Applicants submitted an Amendment on 
February 9, 2007, which among other things, amended claim 55 of the patent application (now 
claim 36 of the issued patent) to recite, inter alia, "the body tissue property enhancing system 
including ... a plurality of deployable needles disposed, one each, in the annular array of needle 
receiving slots for delivering the body enhancer through the needles ". The amendment to claim 
55 of the patent application nevertheless was not included in the issued U.S. Patent No. 
7,517,356. Applicants submit that the amendment of claim 55 in the Amendment of February 9, 
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2007 is clearly disclosed by the records of the Office. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
request entry of the amendment to claim 55 of the patent application via the present Certificate of 
Correction. 

In addition, claim 5, which depends from claim 1, a method claim, erroneously recites, 
inter alia, "The surgical stapler according to claim 1". It is respectfully requested that the text 
"surgical stapler" be changed to "method" as is proper for a dependent claim of an independent 
method claim. Applicants submit that the error is of a typographical or clerical nature and 
occurred in good faith. It is respectfully submitted that the requested correction does not involve 
such changes in the patent as would constitute new matter or would require reexamination. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request entry of the change to claim 5 via the present 
certificate of correction. 

In addition, the Amendment of June 6, 2008 erroneously neglected to change the second 
occurrence of the word "drive" in Column 21, line 18 to "driving" in accordance with the other 
changes of that amendment. It is respectfully requested that the text "drive" be changed to 
"driving" to be in conformance with the rest of the amendment of June 6, 2008. Applicants 
submit that the error is of a typographical or clerical nature and occurred in good faith. It is 
respectfully submitted that the requested correction does not involve such changes in the patent 
as would constitute new matter or would require reexamination. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request entry of the change to the second occurrence of the word "drive" in Column 
21, line 18 to "driving" via the present certificate of correction. 
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Should the Certificate of Correction Branch b elieve that a telephone interview may 

.facilitate resolution of any remaining matters, the Certificate of Correction Branch is respectfully 

requested to contact Applicants* undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated below. 



Respectfully ..submitted, 

" Francesco Sardone 
Reg, No, 47,918 
Attorney for Applicants) 



Carter, DeLam, Fartell & Schmidt, LLP 

445 Broad Hollow Road - Suite 420 
Melville. New York 11747 
Tel: (631) 501-5700 
Fax: (631) 501-3526 



Send correspondence to: 

Chief Patent Counsel 
Covidien 

60 Mlddletown Avenue 

North Haven, Connecticut 06473 
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10/510,451 
October 4, 2004 



Examiner: 

Group: 
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Michael G. Mendoza 
Art Unit 3734 
June 6, 2008 



SURGICAL STAPLER AND METHOD 



Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL FORM 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 

□ Applicant claims small entity status of this application under 37 C.F.R. 1 .27 

[X) No additional fee is required. 

The fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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(Col. 2) 
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AMENDMENT 
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EXTRA 
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FEE 
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TOTAL 


* 47 MINUS 
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* 4 MINUS 
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x 105= 
x 185= 


$ 
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O FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIMS 


TOTAL 


$ 0.00 





OTHER THAN A 
SMALL ENTITY 



*** 



RATE 

x 50= 
x210= 
x370= 
TOTAL 

If the entry in Column I is less than the entry in Column 2, write "0 " in Column 3 

If the " HIGHEST NUMBER PREVIOUSLY PAID FOR " in this space is less than 20, write "20 " in this space 
If the "HIGHEST NUMBER PREVIOUSL Y PAID FOR " in this space is less than 3, write "3 " in this space The 
"HIGHEST NUMBER PREVIOUSLY PAID FOR " (Total or Independent) is the highest number found from the 
equivalent box in Column I of a prior amendment or the number of claims originally filed. 



ADDL. 
FEE 
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□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 21-0550 in the amount of $ . 

O A check in the amount of $ is enclosed. 

IEI Please charge any deficiency as well as any other fee(s) which may become due under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.16 and/or 1.17 at any time during the pendency of this application, or credit any 
overpayment of such fee(s) to Deposit Account No. 21-0550 . Also, in the event any 
extensions of time for responding are required for the pending application(s), please treat 
this paper as a petition to extend the time as required and charge Deposit Account No. 21- 
0550 therefor. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Francesco Sardone 
Reg. No.: 47,918 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



Carter, DeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt, LLP 

445 Broad Hollow Road - Suite 225 

Melville, New York 11747 

Tel.: (631) 501-5700 

Fax: (631)501-3526 
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APPLICANT(S): Russell Heinrich EXAMINER: Michael G. Mendoza 

SERIAL NO.: 10/510,451 ART UNIT: 3734 

FILED: October 4, 2004 DATED: June 6, 2008 

FOR: SURGICAL STAPLER AND METHOD 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.312 

Sir: 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of the of the following amendment prior to issuance 
and publication of the above-identified matter. 

Amendment to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 1 5 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for enhancing one or more properties of body 
tissue to be repaired or joined by surgical staples comprising the steps of: 

providing a surgical stapler including a staple anvil and a staple cartridge each positioned 
adjacent a distal end of the surgical stapler and operable in juxtaposition relative to each other, 
the staple cartridge including: 

a working surface; 

one or more rows of individual staple slots formed in the working surface; 

a plurality of surgical staples individually disposed within the individual staple 

slots; 

a driving member for firing the surgical staples from their slots and against the 

staple anvil; 

a body tissue property enhancing system configured and adapted to enhance one 
or more properties of the body tissue to be repaired or joined by the surgical staples formed by 
firing them into body tissue, the body tissue property enhancing system including a reservoir of 
biocompatible wound closure material and a plurality of ducts in communication with the 
reservoir and the working surface of the cartridge; and 

a plurality of deployable needles each having a tip, the needles being adapted and 
disposed in the ducts such that the tips can be extended out of the working surface of the staple 
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cartridge to penetrate at least a layer of adjacent layers of body tissue and to allow the 
biocompatible wound closure material to be delivered through the needles to penetrate one or 
more layers of body tissue; 

approximating the staple anvil and staple cartridge with adjacent layers of body tissue 
therebetween; and firing the surgical stapler, wherein firing of the surgical stapler includes 
driving the plurality of surgical staples through the adjacent layers of body tissue to mechanically 
secure the layers of body tissue together and concomitantly activating the body tissue property 
enhancing system to enhance one or more properties of the adjacent layers of repaired or joined 
body tissue. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein activating [[of]] 
the body tissue property enhancing system includes delivering an amount of the biocompatible 
wound closure material to at least one of or between the adjacent layers of repaired or joined 
body tissue. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein upon firing of the 
surgical stapler, the biocompatible wound closure material is expelled from the reservoir of the 
staple cartridge* 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein^ in the providing 
step a each of the plurality of deployable needles is normally biased to a non-extended position 
and is movable against the bias to the extended position. 
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Claims 5-6 (Canceled) 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the biocompatible 
wound closure material is an adhesive material. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the adhesive material is 
comprised of a protein derived, aldehyde based adhesive material 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the adhesive material is 
comprised of an albumin/glutaraldehyde material. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the adhesive material is 
a cyanoacrylate-based material 

11. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the biocompatible 
wound closure material is a tissue sealant material 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 11, wherein the tissue sealant 
material is comprised of a synthetic polyethylene glycol-based hydrogel material 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the biocompatible 
wound closure material is a hemostat. 
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14. (Original) The method according to claim 13, wherein the hemostat is 
comprised of a combination of fibrinogen and thrombin. 

1 5 . (Previously Presented) A surgical stapler comprising: 

a first jaw adapted to receive a staple cartridge in a distal end of the first jaw, the staple 
cartridge containing a plurality of individual surgical staples, and having a working surface with 
a plurality of staple slots formed therein; 

a second jaw having a staple anvil in a distal end of the second jaw, such that during the 
operation of the surgical stapler the staple cartridge and the staple anvil can be approximated 
relative to one another; 

a driving member for firing the surgical staples from their staple slots and against the 
approximated staple anvil; 

a body tissue property enhancing system for enhancing one or more properties of body 
tissue to be repaired or joined by the surgical stapler, the body tissue property enhancing system 
including: 

a biocompatible wound closure material dispensing system for dispensing an. 
amount of surgically biocompatible wound closure material to a target staple site during at least 
one of prior to, after and concomitant with a firing of the surgical stapler to expel the plurality of 
staples loaded in the staple cartridge, the body tissue property enhancing system comprising at 
least one reservoir disposed in the staple cartridge for containing the biocompatible wound 
closure material therein; 
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a plurality of ducts formed in the staple cartridge, wherein the plurality of ducts 
communicate with and extend from the at least one adhesive reservoir to the working surface of 
the staple cartridge; and 

a plurality of deployable needles each having a tip, the needles being adapted and 
disposed in the ducts of the staple cartridge such that their tips can be extended out of the 
working surface of the staple cartridge to penetrate at least a layer of the adjacent layers of body 
tissue and to allow the biocompatible wound closure material to be delivered through the needles 
to penetrate one or more layers of the body tissue. 

16. (Currently Amended) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein th e first 
jaw is adapt e d to r e c e iv e a driv e the driving member b e ing that is adapted to be slidingly 
disposed within the staple cartridge, the [[drive]] driving member being adapted to force the 
biocompatible wound closure material from the reservoir out through the plurality of ducts and 
about the needles disposed therein as the [[drive]] driving member is displaced in a distal 
direction, to allow the biocompatible wound closure material to penetrate into the body tissue to 
be repaired or joined. 

17. (Currently Amended) The surgical stapler according to claim 16, wherein the 
staple cartridge further comprises: one or more laterally spaced rows of individual staple slots, 
the rows of staple slots extending along the staple cartridge; a plurality of individual surgical 
staples having a back span and disposed, one each, within the individual staple slots; and a 
plurality of staple pushers disposed one each within the staple slots and in a position to push one 
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of the plurality of staples from the slot, wherein the [[drive]] driving member is adapted to 
displace the staple pushers into the slots and to concomitantly expel a quantity of the 
biocompatible wound closure material about the needles and out through the plurality of ducts. 

18. (Currently Amended) The surgical stapler according to claim 16, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material dispensing system further includes a flexible liner 
extending longitudinally through the staple cartridge, wherein the liner prevents the 
biocompatible wound closure material from contacting the [[drive]] driving member as the drive 
member is displaced distally through the staple cartridge. 

19. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 16, wherein the plurality of 
needles have a tip, a first position wherein the needles are entirely retained within the staple 
cartridge and a second position wherein the tips of the plurality of needles project out from the 
working surface of the staple cartridge. 

20. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 19, wherein each of the 
plurality of needles is biased to the first position. 

21. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the surgical 
stapler is for performing open gastrointestinal anastomosis operations. 
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22. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the surgical 
stapler is for performing endoscopic or laparoscopic gastrointestinal operations. 

23. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the surgical 
stapler is for performing end-to-end anastomosis operations. 

24. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is an adhesive comprised of a protein derived, aldehyde- 
based adhesive material. 

25. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 24, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is an adhesive comprised of an albumin/glutaraldehyde 
material 

26. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 24, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is an adhesive comprised of a cyanoacrylate-based 
material. 

27. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is a tissue sealant material. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The surgical stapler according to claim 27, wherein 
the tissue sealant material is comprised of a synthetic polyethylene glycol-based hydrogel 
material. 

29. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is a hemostat. 

30. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein the plurality of 
ducts are positioned adjacent to or aligned between the one or more laterally spaced apart rows 
of staple slots. 

31. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 15, wherein each of the 
plurality of deployable needles is provided with a retracting element for withdrawing each of the 
plurality of deployable needles back into the staple cartridge after a firing of the surgical stapler. 

Claims 32-46 (Canceled). 

47. (Previously Presented) A surgical staple cartridge configured and adapted 
to be removably received within a surgical stapler, the staple cartridge comprising: 
a working surface; 

one or more laterally spaced apart rows of staple slots formed in the working surface; 
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a plurality of surgical staples disposed, one each, within the staple slots for mechanically 
securing adjacent layers of body tissue to one another, and a tissue property enhancing system 
for enhancing one or more properties of body tissue to be repaired or joined by the surgical 
stapler, the tissue property enhancing system being configured and adapted to non-mechanically 
enhance the repaired or joined body tissue, the tissue property enhancing system including: 

a wound closer material dispensing system for dispensing an amount of surgically 
biocompatible wound closure material to a target staple site during at least one of prior to, after 
and concomitant with a firing of the surgical stapler to expel a plurality of staples loaded in the 
staple cartridge, the tissue property enhancing system comprising at least one reservoir disposed 
in the staple cartridge for containing the biocompatible wound closure material therein; 

a plurality of ducts formed in the staple cartridge, wherein the plurality of ducts 
extend from the at least one adhesive reservoir to the upper surface of the staple cartridge; and 

a plurality of deployable needles each having a tip, the needles being adapted and 
disposed in the cartridge and ducts such that their tips can be extended out of the working surface 
of the staple cartridge and penetrate at least a layer of the adjacent layers of body tissue and to 
allow the biocompatible wound closure material to be delivered through the needles and to 
penetrate one or more layers of the body tissue. 

48. (Original) The surgical staple cartridge according to claim 47, wherein the 
tissue property enhancing system is configured and adapted to deliver an amount of the 
biocompatible wound closure material to at least one of the adjacent layers of body tissue to 
adhere the adjacent layers of body tissue to one another. 
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49. (Original) The surgical staple cartridge according to claim 47, wherein the 
tissue property enhancing system is configured and adapted to deliver an amount of 
biocompatible wound closure material between the adjacent layers of body tissue to adhere the 
adjacent layers of body tissue to one another. 

50. (Original) The surgical staple cartridge according to claim 47, wherein the 
staple cartridge includes a reservoir adapted to contain a quantity of the biocompatible wound 
closure material. 

51. (Original) The surgical staple cartridge according to claim 50, wherein 
normally each of the plurality of deployable needles is biased into a retracted condition. 

Claims 52-54. (Canceled) 

55. (Previously Presented) A surgical stapler comprising: 
a handle assembly; 

a tubular body portion extending from the handle assembly; 

a staple cartridge assembly operatively connected to a distal end of the tubular body, the 
staple cartridge including a pair of annular arrays of staple receiving slots, wherein each staple 
receiving slot includes a surgical staple disposed therein for mechanically securing adjacent 
layers of body tissue to one another, an anvil member operatively connected by a shaft to the 
distal end of the tubular body, opposite the staple cartridge assembly; and 
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a body tissue property enhancing system configured and adapted to non-mechanically 
enhance one or more properties of the adjacent layers of repaired or joined body tissue to one 
another along an annular staple line formed by the firing of the surgical stapler, the body tissue 
property enhancing system including an annular array of needle receiving slots, and a plurality of 
deployable needles disposed, one each, in the annular array of needle receiving slots for 
delivering the body tissue enhancer through the needles. 

56. (Currently Amended) The surgical stapler according to claim 55, wherein the 
body tissue property r e inforcing enhan cing s vstem is configured and adapted to deliver an 
amount of biocompatible wound closure material to the adjacent layers of body tissue to enhance 
the repairing or joining of the adjacent layers of body tissue to one another. 

57. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 55, wherein the 
biocompatible wound closure material is an adhesive and the body tissue property enhancing 
system is configured and adapted to deliver an amount of the adhesive into at least one of the 
adjacent layers of body tissue to adhere the adjacent layers of body tissue to one another. 

58. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 55, wherein the surgical 
stapler is for performing end-to-end anastomosis operations. 

59. (Currently Amended) The surgical stapler according to claim 58, wherein the 
staple cartridge assembly includes [[an]] a staple pusher including a distal portion defining 
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concentric rings of peripherally spaced fingers adapted to be receivable, one each, within a 
respective one of the pair of annular arrays of staple receiving slots and a respective one of the 
annular array of needle receiving slots. 

60. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 59, wherein each 
deployable needle is biased into a retracted position. 

61. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 59, wherein each 
deployable needle is biased to a retracted position by a spring. 

62. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 61, further including a 
plurality of capsules disposed, one each, in the array of needle receiving slots, between a 
respective needle and a respective finger which is receivable in the needle receiving slot. 

63. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 62, wherein each capsule 
encapsulates a quantity of biocompatible wound closure material therein, 

64. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 63, wherein each capsule is 
adapted to rupture upon application of a compressive force. 



Application No.: 10/510,451 

Filing Date: October 4, 2004 

Attorney Docket No.: 2797 (203-3 1 75 PCT US) 

Page 14 of 15 

65. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 64, wherein the 
compressive force is applied to each of the capsules by the distal advancement of the fingers 
receivable within the needle receiving slots and through the respective needle receiving slots. 

66. (Original) The surgical stapler according to claim 65, wherein distal 
advancement of the fingers receivable within the needle receiving slots causes the plurality of 
needles to deploy. 

Claims 67-74. (Canceled) 

75. (Previously Presented) The surgical stapler according to claim 1, wherein the 
plurality of deployable needles are each adapted to allow the biocompatible wound closure 
material to be delivered along an exterior of the needles. 
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REMARKS 



The above-identified application has been reviewed following issuance of the Notice of 
Allowance mailed on March 7, 2008. Claims 1-4, 7-31, 47-51, 55-66 and 75 are currently 
pending, claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 having been amended herein, and claims 5, 6, 32-46, 
52-54, and 67-74 having been previously canceled. Reconsideration of the present application 
and entry of the present amendments is respectfully requested. 

Applicant notes that each of claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 included minor 
inconsistencies or typographical errors which Applicant has corrected by the present amendment. 

It is respectfully requested that the amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 do not 
add new matter and be entered prior to issuance and publication of the above-identified matter. 

Should the Examiner believe that a telephone or personal interview may facilitate 
resolution of any remaining matters, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
Applicants' undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated below. 



Carter, DeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt, LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road - Suite 225 
Melville, New York 11747 
Tel.: (631) 501-5700 
Fax: (631) 501-3526 



Respectfully submitted, 




Prancesco Sardone 
Reg. No. 47,918 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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REMARKS 

The above-identified application has been reviewed in light of the Rule 312 
Communication mailed on March 18, 2009. Claims 1-4, 7-31, 47-51, 55-66 and 75 are currently 
pending. Reconsideration of the present application is respectfully requested. 

On June 6, 2008, Applicants filed an Amendment after Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 

1.312. 

On March 18, 2009, a communication was mailed by the U.S. Patent Office indicating 
that the June 6, 2008 Amendment was considered but disapproved or denied entry because the 
amendment was incomplete as no amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 were found. 

On April 6, 2006, Applicants' representative, Roberto Colon, conducted an interview 
with Examiner Michael G. Mendoza. In the interview, Applicants' representative explained to 
Examiner Mendoza that Applicants had an Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt evidencing that 
the amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 were included in the Amendment. Examiner 
Mendoza then suggested faxing the entire Amendment in conjunction with the Electronic 
Acknowledgement Receipt to his direct fax number (571-273-4698) and to the USPTO general 
fax number (571-273-8300). 

Accordingly, per the Examiner's suggestion, Applicants submit herewith a copy of the 
Amendment of June 6, 2008 and a copy of the Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt. 

Since the Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt demonstrates that the Amendment 
included amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59, Applicants respectfully request entry of 
the claim amendments set forth in the Amendment of June 6, 2008. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the amendments to claims 1, 2, 4, 16-18, 56 and 59 do not 
add new matter, and it is respectfully requested that these claim amendments be entered prior to 
issuance and publication of the above-identified matter. 

Should the Examiner believe that a telephone interview may facilitate resolution of any 
remaining matters, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Applicants' undersigned 
attorney at the telephone number indicated below. 



Carter, DeLuca, Farrell & Schmidt, LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road - Suite 420 
Melville, New York 11747 
Tel.: (631) 501-5700 
Fax:(631) 501-3526 



Send correspondence to: 

Chief Patent Counsel 
Covidien 

60 Middletown Avenue 

North Haven, Connecticut 06473 



Respectfully submitted, 




Roberto Colon 
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Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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